
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION

CALIFORNIA DIVISION
980 Ninth Street, Suite 400

Sacramento, CA. 95814-2724
November 9, 2000

IN REPLY REFER TO

HDA-CA
File #: 570

Document #: S33903

Mr. Jeff Morales, Director
CALTRANS, 1120 N Street
Sacramento, California 95814

Attention: Federal Resources Branch, Room 3500
For Gary Winters

Dear Mr. Morales:

SUBJECT: CLARIFICATION ON INTERIM THRESHOLD FOR NEPA/404
INTEGRATION PROCESS

In our letter dated October 30, 2000 (Document #: S33797), the FHWA California Division
established an interim threshold for invoking the NEPA/404 Integration Process MOU (MOU),
to be applied to all federal-aid transportation projects in California until a revised MOU has been
executed.  The purpose of this letter is to provide additional guidance on withdrawal from the
NEPA/404 MOU process when the proposed project impacts would be less than the interim
threshold.  The interim threshold to invoke the MOU occurs when a proposed federal-aid project
in the State of California is likely to have impacts greater than five acres to special aquatic sites;
or impacts greater than five acres to other waters of the U.S.

The intent of the withdrawal provision was to address only those projects for which the MOU
process was initiated since June 2000, and which would not have required an individual permit
prior to the June 5, 2000, effective date of the final notice of changes to the Section 404
Nationwide Permit (NWP) program as published in the Federal Register on March 9, 2000. 
Other ongoing MOU processes should continue to completion.  In addition, recently initiated
MOU processes should continue if there is the potential for impacts to meet or exceed the interim
threshold, or if there are other concerns that can best be resolved using the MOU process, rather
than deferring resolution until after permit application.

Please discuss any proposals to withdraw from the MOU process with the appropriate FHWA
Project Delivery Team Leader (Glenn Clinton at (916) 498-5020 (Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, and
10); or Jeff Kolb at (916) 498-5037 (Districts 7, 8, 11, and 12)) prior to taking any action. 
FHWA's concurrence is required before withdrawing from the MOU process for federal-aid
highway projects.
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Any questions regarding the interim threshold or withdrawal from the MOU process may be
directed to Karen Schmidt, FHWA, at (916) 498-5046 (until November 22, 2000); Dennis
Scovill, FHWA, at (916) 498-5034, or Sheila Mone, Caltrans, at (916) 653-8746.

Sincerely,

/s/ Michael G. Ritchie
Michael G. Ritchie
Division Administrator
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cc: (E-Mail)
ACOE SP Division:
    Susan Desaddi,  sdesaddi@spl.usace.army.mil
    Dave Castan on,  dcastanon@spl.usace.army.mil
    Edward Wylie,  edward.a.wylie@spd02.usace.army.mil
    Bruce Henderson, bhenderson@spl.usace.army.mil
    Calvin Fong, calvin.c.fong@spd02.usace.army.mil
    Mark Durham, mdurham@spl.usace.army.mil
    Vickie Alvarez (SF Dist),  valvarez@spd.usace.army.mil
    Wade Eakle, weakle@spd.usace.army.mil
EPA Region 9:
    David Farrel, farrel.david@epa.gov
    Deanna Wieman, Wieman.Deanna@epa.gov
    Dave Tomsovic, tomsovic.david@epa.gov
    Sharon Moreland,  moreland.sharon@epa.gov
    Stephanie Valentine,  Valentine.Stephanie@epa.gov
    Nancy Woo,  woo.nancy@epa.gov
    Veronika Pensinova, Pensinova.Veronika@epa.gov
FTA Region 9:
    Ray Sukys
    Tim Pennington
USFWS:
    Mark Littlefield (Sacramento Office), mark.littlefield@fws.gov
    Doreen Stadtlander, doreen.stadtlander@fws.gov
    Diane Noda (Ventura Office), diane.noda@fws.gov
    Andy Yuen (Carsbad Office), andy.yuen@fws.gov
    Jerry Bielfeldt (Sacramento office), Jerry.bielfeldt@fws.gov
    Don Metz (AZ), Don_Metz@fws.gov
    Susan Mac Mullin (AZ), Susan_MacMullin@fws.gov
    Dean Watkins (AZ), Dean_Watkins@fws.gov
    Jim Bartel, jim.bartel@fws.gov
    Mary Knapp, mary_m_knapp@fws.gov
NMFS:
    Dick Butler,  dick.butler@noaa.gov
    James Bybee (Northern CA), Jim.Bybee@noaa.gov
    Bob Hoffman (Southern CA),  bob.hoffman@noaa.gov
    Nan Reck,  nan.reck@noaa.gov
    Mike Aceituno, michael.e.aceituno@noaa.gov
HRC-WE-CA:
    Bob O'Loughlin
    Dan Harris
    Katiann Wong-Murillo
    William VanPeeters
    David Ortez, HCC
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    Sara Purcell, HCC
Caltrans:
    sheila_mone@dot.ca.gov
    Jay_Norvell@dot.ca.gov
    Tom_Fung@dot.ca.gov
    Tom_McDonnell@dot.ca.gov
    Sharon_Scherzinger@dot.ca.gov
    Naghi_ghafari@dot.ca.gov
    Chuck_morton@dot.ca.gov
    Brian_Smith@dot.ca.gov
    Cindy_Adams@dot.ca.gov
    Dale_Steele@dot.ca.gov
    Denise_O'Connor@dot.ca.gov
    Gary_Winters@dot.ca.gov
    Jody_Lonergan@dot.ca.gov
    John_Hebner@dot.ca.gov
    Larry_Weigel@dot.ca.gov
    Muggs_Stoll@dot.ca.gov
    Rich_Weaver@dot.ca.gov
    Susan_Simpson@dot.ca.gov
FHWA CA:
    Clinton, Glenn
    Vinzant, Larry
    Nicol, David
    Ritchie, Michael
    Rondinella, Mary Ann
    Bollman, Joan
    Scovill, Dennis
    Stoermer, Stephanie
    Gibson, John R
    CAENGINEER
FHWA HQ:
    SMITH, Lamar
    Stephenson, Pamela
FHWA AZ:
    Steve Thomas
    David Nelson
FHWA NV:
    Ted Bendure
NDOT:
    ajenne@dot.state.nv.us
    mnollsch@dot.state.nv.us

KSchmidt:bsg
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